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State Water Contractors
1121LStreet,SURe1050' Sacramento,CA95814-3944
TtInY L BlswIM. GenetNM6nager (916) 447-7357 .FAX 447-2734

January 23, 2006

Mr. Lester Snow
Director
Department of Water Resources
P.O. Box 942836
Sacramento, CA 94236-0001

RE: SouthDeltaImprovementsProgram JAN2 6 2006

Dear Director Snow:
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On behalf of the State Water Contractors (SWC), I am writing to express our strong support
for the Department of Water Resources' (DWR) South Delta Improvements Program (SDIP),
a critical water supply. water quality and environmental project. While SWC will also be
submitting separate technical comments on the dmft Environmental Impact ReportJS1atement
(BOOS),we wanted to take this oppmtunity today to commend you for moving forward now

- -'-with tbis key project.

The SWC consists of 27 water agencies throughout the state that purchase water under
contractwithDWR Our memberagenciesservewater to more than 20 millionpeopleinthe
Bay Area and Southern Califumia,and 750.000 acres of irrigated fannland in the Central
Valley. Our member agencies me fully committed to environmental protection and
respousiblewatermanagement,andregardthe SDIPas a comerstonein the systemwe needto
meetCalifurnia'swaterneeds.

As youknow. in order to have a sate, reliableandhigh qualitywater supplyto keep up with
0lJrrapidlyrisingpopulationand 1rllliondollareconomy.we must betterutilize our limited
water supplies,using our existing infiastructureas efficientlyas possible. Two-thirdsof
Oilifomia receives its water ftom the BaylDelta- we need to make every drop count.
Otherwise,we put the public 8Ddthe environment at great risk.

In 2000. the state and fudera1governments initiated the historic CaIFed Bay-Delta Program to
reduce conflicts in the Bay-Delta and advance projects that would improve water supply and
quality while benefiting the enmnment. Manyenviromncnta1 Organi711tiODSsupported the
plan, as did water agencies, business interests and fiumers. SDIP is the next step forward in
this long-termpJanning effort furtbe Bay-Delta.

Like the Bay-Delta Program. SDIP is a responsible and balanced project to better utilize and
integrate om existing water management inftastructure in the Delta. When complete, it will
improve our state's water supply reliability..water quality, and 'the overall health of the Bay-
Delta ecosystem. The project includes coDstructionof seasonal tidal gates to protect fish and
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improvewater circulationand ~ in 'theDelta. It also includesdredgingof selectDelta
channelsto improvewater deliveriesfor local numers. And, eventually,it will allow S1a1f:
Water Project deliveries to increase modestly - only when needed and envnunmen1ally safe to

- doso.

Cunently,the state is constrainedin its abilityto use swplus water supplies. We have the
infIastroctureto move the water. but until SDIPis approv~ we cannot fully or responsibly
use the existingsystem. While SDIP would provideat most a 5% increase in the average
amountof water deliveredfi:omthe Delta, it willprovidethe flexibilityto shift the timingof
water deliverieswhen a surplus is availableand when it is environmentallysafe to do so.
SDIPdoesnot requirebn"ding a new projectand is alreadyfunded through passageof voter
approvedbondsin 2000(Proposition13).

Given all tbcsc points, SDIP is supported by a statewide. growing coalition of water,
agricultmc, business, p1Hnningorganizations, and local government officials, called
Califomia'sWater Future. These agencies,includingthe Associationof CaIifumiaWater
Agencies,CaliforniaChamber of Commerce,CalifomiaBusinessPropertiesAssociation,the
Western Growers Association, the SWC, and many others, Wlderstandthat water is the
lifebloodof CalifornULWe understandit is our responsibilityto use this preciousIeSOurce
vnseJy through all possible best management practices, including water consenrallon,
recycfuJgand storage,to ensureCaIifomia~swaterfutme. And we understandit is :imperative
to haveamoreflexiblewaterdeJive!ysystemsothatwe can continueto accommodategrowth
in OlD'populationand economywhilerelyingon existingwaterfBcilities.

SDIPis a key componentof a respomible,balancedvvatm"supply programfor the state. As
such,weurgeyou tomove forwardwiththis criticallyneededproject.

~~
~L.~

General Manager

Cc: Hon. Governor Arnold Schwa:rzcnegger
Mr. RyanBroddrick, Director, CaIifomiaDepartment ofFish aDdGame
Mr. Joe <3rindstaft Director. California Bay Delta Authority
Mr. K.iJkRodgerS. Regional Director, Mid~PacificRegion, U. S. Bureau of

Reclamation
Mr. Frank Aguiar, Cabinet Secretary, Office offue Governor
Ms. Susan Kennedy, Chief ofStaft Office oftbe Governor
Mr. Dan Skopec, Deputy CabIDetSecretary, Office of the Governor
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